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give regular attendance on Sundays 
at their respective places of public 
worship ; to encourage them iu ha- 
bits ot cleanliness, regularity, and 
good order at home, and to enforce 
a regular attendance at school. 

The children of the daily schools 
are not admissible to the Sunday 
schools, nor are the Sunday schools 
open for the reception of any who 
attend other daily schools, being 
exclusively reserved for those who, 
from being employed during the 
week, have not the opportunity of 
obtaining education by other means. 

Visitors are admitted to the -schools 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri- 
days, from two till three o'clock ; — 
the reason for such restrictions must 
be obvious, and it is requested the 
public will attend to this, as applica- 
tion for admission on other days, or 
at other hours, is attended with con- 
siderable inconvenience. It is also 
requested that visitors will not speak 
to monitors or scholars : any infor- 
mation they may require, will be 
readily given by the teacher. 

The girls school being full, and 
very few vacancies being in the boys 
school, subscribers "recommending 
children for admission, will please 
state the weekly earnings of the pa- 
rents, with the number of children 
they have ; notes of which will be 
entered on the applicants book, in 
order that judicious selections may 
be made when vacancies occur. 

The following are the persons appointed to collect 
Subscriptions for the year 1812 : — 



Hugh Magill, 
William ThompsoB, 
George Black, 
John Cramsie, 
Doctor Tennent, 



George M'Adam, 
William Stevenson, 
David Bigger, 
Robert Callwell, 
James Dunlop. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ON THE IKROKS OP HOMER AS A 
GEOGRAPHER. 

THE authority of Homer as a geo- 
grapher was so high among his 



countrymen, that his works furnish- 
ed a standard for decision, from 
which there lay no appeal. Much 
of this implicit reliance on him may 
be traced to the vanity and ignorance 
of the Greeks: the former, being 
flattered by the mention made of 
them by so great a poet, urged thera 
even in a case, perhaps, where Ho- 
mer adhered not to truth, to ac- 
quiesce in his description, lest their 
imputed honours might be done 
away ; and the latter, in many ca- 
ses, disqualified them from judging. 
On the strength of ancient tradi- 
tion, some modern enthusiasts for 
Homer have contended for his in- 
fallibility in this respect. But a pas- 
sage in the 4th Odyssey, affords 
strong grounds for questioning his 
authority. It is thus in Pope's trans- 
lation-— 

" High o'er a gulfy sea the Pharian isle 
Fronts the deep roar of disemboguing Nile : 
Her distance from the shore, the course be- 
gun 
At dawn, and ending with the setting sun, 
A galley measures ; when the stiffer gales 
Rise on the poop, and fully stretch the. 
sails." 

Now, in opposition to this, all 
geographers, whether ancient or mo- 
dern, describe Pharos as a small is- 
land in the mouth of the bay of 
Alexandria, and at the distance of 
about seven furlongs from the maiu 
land, to which it was joined by a 
causeway; 

The Scholiast, who seems not to 
have the most distant notion of ques- 
tioning any thing said by Homer, 
applies himself with all possible gra- 
vity to endeavour at a solution of the 
difficulty thus :-r->' It is probable, 
that there was that great distance in 
the heroic times, and that afterwards 
land was formed by the mud brought 
down in the overflowings of the 
Nile." 

Barnes, awl Clark, the prince of 
mere verbal critics, among scholars 
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*' the very butchers of a silk button," 
adopt this solution as a just one, and 
pass on, to the next object, as though 
the point had been completely set- 
tled. 

Suppose a traveller, who relied on 
this solution, and had it full on his 
mind, approaching the shore inthe 
vicinity of Pharos, what kind of 
coast must he expect to meet ? Cer- 
tainly a coast of alluvial rand, not 
very much above the inundating le- 
vel. The striking feature of the shore, 
and of the country for (we may cal- 
culate,) about 70 miles inland, would 
be the same depth and richness of 
soil, as in the greater part of the Del- 
ta at present. Rocks be could not 
expect to 6nd. What does he ac- 
tually find on his landing* — A dan- 
gerous rocky shore; the very kind 
of shore which might be expected to 
remain after the sea had worn the 
land, and till its further depreda- 
tions had been resisted by the rocky 
ridge, to whtcft it had eaten its 
way. In this we see, not only that 
the solution by the Scholiast is un- 
founded, but that the reverse is ac- 
tually established by the present ap- 
pearance of the coast. 

The opinion of Strabo is rather 
more in consistency with common 
sense. His words are to the follow- 
ing purpose: " It may be naturally 
supposed, that Homer had heard of 
the rising and increase of land by 
accretion; from which concluding, 
that the island had been more dis- 
tant from the main land in earlier 
times, than in the time of Me- 
nelaus, he intentionally described 
the distance as many fold greater, 
for the sake of the fabulous" — to add 
to the interest of the tale. 

Omickon. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

ON THE fOISON OF CWPEIt. 

(Extracted from Essays addressed to 



the Heath of Families; hy A. 
Fothergill, M.D. F.R.S.) 

Unde fames homini vetitorum tanu cibo- 

rum r 
Audetis vesci, genus o more ale! quod oro, 
Me facite ; & monitit animos advertite 

nostris ! 

OvidMdam. XV. 138. 

COPPER, in consequence of its 
ductility and splendor, is well 
adapted to various purposes in me- 
tallurgy ; but it is no less remarkable 
for its solubility. It is liable to be 
acted upon hy almost all saline and 
meta-llic substances. It readily 
dissolves not only in every acid, 
but also in alkalies both fixed 
and volatile, in neutral saline liquors, 
and even in vegetable oils and ani- 
mal fats, in consequence of the la- 
tent acid which they contain. 

Copper, when rubbed with a warm 
hand, yields an unpleasant odour, 
and, when applied to the tongue, 
a nauseous taste. Exposed to a 
moist air, it contracts a greenish 
rust ; even pure water suffered to 
stand long in copper vessels, con- 
tracts a coppery taste, and unwhole- 
some quality. 

It is very remarkable, that water 
becomes more strongly impregnated 
with the metal on standing in the 
cold, than if boiled in the vessel for 
a much longer space. The same is 
said to take place in regard to vege- 
table acids. Hence the confection- 
er's veuture to prepare the acid sy- 
rups even of orange and lemon juice 
in copper vessels. These acid pre- 
parations, according to Dr. Lewis, 
acquire no ill taste from the metal 
while kept in a boiling heat, where- 
as, if kept cold in such vessels, they 
soon become impregnated with the 
disagreeable taste and pernicious 
qualities of the copper. But the 
mere taste is by no means a satisfac- 
tory test, because a very slight im- 
pregnation of copper may be so far 



